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Externships to debut this spring
by Kristin Greeley, News Editor
This spring, UB Law will be offer
ing a new course entitled, "Externship in
the Public Service." The course is the
brainchild of Dean R. Nils Olsen, and will
be taught by him.
Dean Olsen said he has wanted to
offer this course for a while, and began
developing it over the summer along with
Wendy Irvine. The course grew out of the
Judicial Clerkship coUise which Dean
Olsen coordinates.
For the course, students will work
approximately 15 hours per week at one
of various agencies in Erie, Niagara, and
Monroe counties to earn three credits. All
of the placements have been previously
secured, so students do not need to go

hunting for an agency with which to work.
In addition, students will attend indi
vidual and group meetings with Dean Olsen
and Wendy Irvine. They must also keep
a journal which will be submitted to Dean
Olsen. Final evaluations will be done by
both the student and the external instruc
tor. The course will be graded on a satis
factory /unsatisfactory basis.
Placements include agencies such as
the U.S. District Court for the Western
District of New York, New York State
Courts, government agencies such as the
New York State Attorney General, state
legislators' offices, and legal service pro
viders.
Dean Olsen said that the Externship
Course, although similar to a practicum,

remains very different. The Externship
Course is more structured than a
practicum. Also, students do not need to
find their own placement.
Dean Olsen also said that now is a
good time to set up this course, since
many of the agencies where students will
be placed have suffered recent significant
cuts in resources. Also, students are inter
ested in getting experience in the legal
profession while still in school. The pro
gram helps the law school to become
involved in public service.
The purpose of the couse, says Dean
Olsen, is to give every student who wants
it an opportunity to have an externship.
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See Externship, page 5

Pro-Life group sues for more than
just freedom of speech
by Kim Fanniff, News Writer
Freedom of speech, equal protec
tion and due process claims are at the
heart of the UB Students for Life's law
suit filed against the University.
The long expected suit centers
around two incidents: the Spectrum's
publication last October of an opinion
piece by Michelle Goldberg and the
administration's refusal last spring to
allow the return to campus of a pro-life
cross display.
The lawsuit specifically names
President William Greiner, Vice Presi
dent for Student Affairs Robert Palmer,
Associate Vice President for Student
Affairs Donna Rice, and Director of Stu
dent Life Barbara Ricotta as individuals
and in their official capacities.
Laurence Behr, the legal represen
tative for UB Students for Life, stated,
"The persons who were named in their
individual and official capacities were
named that way because people who
violate others' individual rights are indi
vidually responsible."
A major portion of the suit claims
the defendants are responsible for the
actions of the Spectrum. The pro-life
students believe Goldberg's editorial vio
lated the university's Anti-Bias Policy
because it was an act of intolerance.
According to the suit, the Anti-Bias
Policy defines an act of intolerance as
"motivated by hatred of the ... beliefs of
the victim."

The Students for Life believe the
passage, "If you see one of them show
ing their disgusting videos or playing
with toy fetuses, do your part and spit at
them. Kick them in the head. Give them
the name of your therapist," referred
directly to their organization and served
to increase animosity toward the group
and their opinions.
The suit states that the failure of
the defendants to take action resulted in
"mental anguish and emotional stress"
for the plaintiffs.
However, Dennis R. Black, the
University's Dean of Students and As
sociate Vice President countered that
Students for Life were given an oppor
tunity to file charges against the two
students involved in the newspaper ar
ticle.
"The students were charged with
violating student rules and regulations,"
he said. "However, prior to a formal
student-wide judiciary hearing, the par
ties voluntarily agreed to a settlement
offer, resolving the disciplinary case."
University Students for Life
dropped its case in return for the Spec
trum agreeing to publish a one-page,
single spaced letter.
In the second part of their lawsuit,
pro-life students say they were denied
the opportunity to hold a conference
and erect an antiabortion memorial of
4,400 white crosses.
"The Cemetery of the Innocents"
was first erected last October, and was

the subject of demonstrations before
being vandalized and torn down. The
suit claims the $4,800 bond the group
needed to post for the events was not
required of other groups.
"Under a previously established
'major students' events' policy, UB pro
jected campus costs of several thousand
dollars for the proposed week long dis
play and conference," Black said.
The University required the bond
because the students could not show
financial resources. The $4,800 bond
would have cost $500.
The claim further states Students
for Life were unable to raise money in
part because they do not receive fund
ing from the University due to church-
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County Democrats celebrate victories
The faithful ofthe Democratic Party
gathered in the atrium of the Ellicott
Square Building Tuesday night to cel
ebrate their wins in both the close and
not-so-close races ofthis year's political
season. Volunteers were genuinely ex
cited when they learned that their long
hours of hard work had finally paid off.
They also offered words of encourage
ment for the not-so-lucky.
The big story of the night was Frank
Clark's (D,C,I) victory over Assistant
State Attorney General Russell Buscaglia
(R,F) for Erie County District Attorney.
Surrounded by every candidate in the
room and with the crowd howling, Clark
thanked and acknowledged retiring D.A.
and State Supreme Court Judge-elect
Kevin Dillon as his teacher at the po
dium.
Clark also commented that " ...as
this race got closer to the end, I would
close my eyes and say to myself 'hon
esty, integrity and character would carry
the day.' And you know what? It did."
Analysts across the area had commented
that both candidates were highly quaii
fied for the position, leaving the county's
voters in a win-win situation.
,T he only criticism of the race cen
tered around a series of negative televi
sion ads waged by Buscaglia' steam mis
representing the D .A.' s office's handling
of the Robert Delano (Parks Commis
sioner under ex-Buffalo Mayor James
Griffin) and the Sly Green (alleged drug

ring kingpin accused of ordering mur
ders from his prison cell) cases. Kevin
Dillon broke a tradition of nonpolitical
decorum by judges and judicial candi
dates in personally refuting the allega
tions of mishandling in the media. This
year's D.A. race was the most expensive
ever, with estimates over $500,000 for
total spending by both candidates.
Buscaglia's campaign raised ques
tions over the large amount of donations
by assistant DA's currently working in
the office, given background of Repub
lican State Attorney General Dennis
Vacco's firing of many of the office's
prosecutors shortly after taking office
two years ago. Most of these prosecu
tors were hired under Democratic ten
ure.
In another legal victory for the
Democrats, City Court Judge Gene Fahey
(D ,L) unseated Batavia's State Supreme
Court Judge Glenn Morton (R,C,RTL)
in his reelection bid this year.
Fahey beat incumbent Morton by
over 85,000 votes across eight Western
New York counties, gaining most of his
support in the urban Erie and Niagara
Counties, while losing ground in
Morton's home Genesee and the other
rural counties. The exception was rural
Chautauqua County, with Fahey edging
out Morton by 600 votes.
In stump speeches to entirely
Democratic audiences this season, Fahey
had praised Morton's intellect andjudi-

cial abilities, drawing the distinction be
tween their backgrounds, Morton's be
ing primarily rural and Fahey's urban.
Fahey's career, before moving to the
City Court Bench had involved serving
as Majority Leader of the Buffalo City
Common Council, and also running an
unsuccessful bid for the Mayor's office.
Kevin Dillon (D,R,C,L) moved un
opposed from his position as Erie County
D.A. to the New York State Supreme
Court, polling just under 500,000 votes
across Western New York. From the
very beginning of the campaign season,
his victory was never in doubt, since he
was supported by all four major parties
in the state. While speaking to the
Frontier Democrats, one of the area's
local public service clubs, this season,
Dillon commented on his perception of
the District Attorney's role in society.
He related a story about his re
sponse to people who asked him if he
enjoyed his job as D.A. His response
was that no one should ever enjoy such
a job, because it points out the failure of
· a society to provide properly for its
citizens' welfare. He said he believed
that to take pleasure in the job would be
ill-spirited. Rather, the job is a function
that is necessary in the society, but not
one to be relished.
In the Erie County Legislature, one
race of interest was a special election for
the Tonawanda - North Buffalo seat.
Democrat Lynn Marinelli defeated Re-
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publican Brian O'Bannon by a 55/45
margin for a one-year term until next
year's general election for the entire
Legislature. Marinelli fought a long
battle, first having to unseat James
DeMarcoin September's primary, drain
ing much of her finances for the general
election. DeMarco had been appointed
to the seat when longtime Legislator
Len Lenihan retired, possibly in retali
ation against Marinelli for supporting
County Executive Dennis Gorski in last
year's primary.
During the primary, both Marine! Ii
and DeMarco campaigned as working
in the tradition of Lenihan, an extremely
popular man who became the county's
personnel commissioner when he re
tired In the general election, Lenihan
openly endorsed Marinelli for his old
seat. Her experience before this office
has included working for West Side
Grand Island Assemblyman Sam Hoyt,
and Len Lenihan himself. She was on
unpaid leave as Executive Director of
the County's Commission on the Status
of Women during this year's campaign.
In Amherst, Town Clerk Susan
Grelick became the first woman and
only the fourth Democrat ever to win
the Town Supervisor office. She de
feated Republican County Legislator
William Pauly by just over 5,000votes,

See

Chips, page 5.
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BRIEFS... In and Out of the University
Across the U.S.
WISCONSIN HAS WINNERS WITH
"666"

Oddly enough, the Wisconsin Daily
Pick 3 Lottery number on Halloween was
"666." According to a passage in the
Book of Revelations, the number 666 is
used as a cryptogram for a beast that is
often associated with the devil.
"This is frightening to say the least.
This is the devil's night out, and we want
to be politically correct here in Wiscon
sin," said Mark Bugher, Wisconsin State
Revenue Secretary.
The odds of winning the lottery were
one in one thousand. Winners receive
$250 or $500, depending on how much
they bet. The lottery paid out about
$178,000 to 436 winners that night, about
4 1/2 times the daily average.
WOMAN GUILTY OF DRIVING TEEN
TOABORTION
Last week, a jury in Latrobe, Penn
sylvania, found 39-year-old Rosa Hart
ford guilty of interfering with the cus
tody of a minor because she drove a 13
year-old-girl across state lines in order to
receive an abortion without her parents'
consent. The conviction could get Hart
ford 7 years imprisonment.
The teen was impregnated by
Hartford's stepson. She drove the girl to
a clinic in Binghamton, New York, for
the abortion. Pennsylvania law requires
a 24-hour mandatory waiting period be
fore an abortion and that women under
18 have a parent's consent. New York
has no such restrictions.
The prosecutor in the case said that
it was not about the rights of women, but
rather about the rights of parents. "We
never considered this case to be a chal
lenge to abortion rights. We considered
it to be about the rights of a parent," he
said.
HILL RESIGNS
Anita Hill, whose allegations of
sexual harassment dominated the U.S.
Supreme Court confirmation hearings of
Justice Clarence Thomas, resigned last
Wednesday from her position at the Uni
versity of Oklahoma Law School. The
reason she gave for her resignation was
that she wants to work in an "uncompro
mising" academic environment.
The resignation was accepted unani
mously by the University Board of Re
gents and takes effect at the end of the fall
semester. Regents Chairman G.T.
Blankenship speculated that Hill has plans
for research and a book tour. Hill was
unavailable for comment.
PEPPER SPRAY NOW LEGAL
On November 1, New York became
the last state to make pepper spray avail
able to its citizens as a personal defense
mechanism. The new law makes it legal
for anyone over 18 without a felony con
viction to carry pepper spray.
When purchasing the spray, buyers
must produce proof of age and sign a
statement indicating that they have had no
felony convictions.
A limit of two, 3/4-ounce cans of the
spray may be bought at one time. The
can's appearance may not be altered.
If the spray is used for anything other
than self-defense or if the buyer provides
inaccurate information about his or her
felony status or age, they will face misde
meanor charges. The spray costs about
$8-$12 per personal size can.

GMAT CHEATING RING BUSTED
Po Chieng Ma ofEl Monte, Califor
nia was charged with two counts of mail
and wire fraud. His company, The Ameri
can Test Center, charged west coast stu
dents up to $6,000 for pencils specially
encoded with the test answers for the
Graduate Management Aptitude Test.
Test takers from the East Coast would
take advantage of the three hour time
difference to call in the answers to Cali
fornia for waiting test-takers there. The
ring was busted by U.S. Attorney, Mark
Godsey and an undercover cover postal
inspector posing as a student taking the
GMAT. Nodecisionshavebeenmadeon
how to deal with students currently in
business school who cheated on the
GMAT.
JUDGE APPOINTED TO
STREAMLINE MATRIMONIAL
LITIGATION
Chief Judge Judith Kaye and Chief
Administrative Judge Jonathan Lippman
recently announced the appointment of
Justice Jacqueline Silbermann as the first
administative judge for matrimonial mat
ters.
Justice Silbermann assumed her
new duties on November 4. She was
appointed to the position after Kay and
Lippman consulted with the Presiding
Justices of the Appellate Division.
Justice Silbermann's duties will in
clude focusing and coordinating the court
system's efforts to manage matrimonial
litigation in New York State. She will
focus on streamlining the process of
matrimonial litigation through the use of
alternative methods of dispute resolu
tion, and the active and early participa
tion by judges in the cases.
Justice Silbermann has been the
administrative judge of the Civil Court
of the City of New York since 1989, and
is currently chair of the Committee to
Track the New Matrimonial Rules.
Justice Kaye said of the appoint
ment: "Matrimonial litigation is a criti
cal and often traumatic moment in the
lives of families and children.
STANFORD STUDENTS AGAINST U.S.
NEWS AND WORLD REPORT

RANKINGS
A new student group at Stanford
University, the "Forget U.S. News Coa
lition," wants the magazineU.S. News&
World Report to stop its annual ranking
of U.S. colleges and universities. Nick
Thompson, founder of the organization,
wants the University to stop providing
information to the magazine.
The group addresses the concern of
many in higher education: that the
rankings are arbitrary and have more
influence than they deserve. The group
contends that Stanford has made many
changes in order to increase its ranking
by the magazine. Stanford administra
tion denies these allegations.
The students have solicited help
from students at about twenty schools
around the country, includingU.S. News'
topfive: J-larvard, Yale,Princeton,Duke,
and the Massachusetts Institute of Tech
nology. Stanford was ranked sixth.
"If all these top schools refuse to
send their data, that will discredit U.S.
News& WorldReport,"Thompsonsaid.

Local News
NIAGARA FALLS
MANCHARGED
":;!111"/JATE VNl~o~MS
~.,~.,. ~ , I ( Pr. ,...,
UNDER MEGAN'S
LAW
James
R.
Garbutt, 44, of
Niagara Falls, was
charged last week
with failure to regis
ter with the Niagara
Falls Police Depart
ment and two counts
of failure to report an
address change since
he was released from
Groveland Correctional Facility on July 7.
Under "Megan's Law," sex offenders
who are on parole or probation are required
to register with local law enforcement agen
cies and must tell police when they change
addresses. Garbutt was convicted in 1992
of first degree sexual abuse for having
sexual contact with a girl less than eleven
years old.
"Megan's Law" is named after 7-year
pld Megan Kanka of New Jersey, who was
rapedandkilledinJuly 1994 by a neighbor.
The neighbor was a two-time sex offender
who had moved in across the street from
}3$er~who
~ervmg her
Kanka's family with two other sex offend
!~¢ll1~ {or..shootinih,¢rJi),nier lover's
ers he had met in prison.
Garbutt pleaded innocent to the two 'wtf~{Maiy Jo Buttafu~~~:~pear;ciia.~t
.JUOJ\!h f~R a hearing frnnt of Judge
misdemeanors and felony charge.
Atqua in the UnitedStates District Qoutt
"l believe these are the first Megan's
for
the' Western District of New York.
Law violations we've had here," Police
.Sbew-.asrequestit)gto be m9ved ftofflher
Detective Alan Brooks said.
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curreiifpdsoh locati~A to art6ther.

UBNews
CASH FOR LAW STUDENTS
UB Law School graduate Ross
Cellino (Class of 1956) and his wife
Jeanette, of West Seneca, have made a
donation to the Law School through a
$116,000 charitable remainder trust.
The funds will be used to establish
the Ross and Jeanette Cellino Scholarship
fund. The scholarship will be donated
anually to academically qualified, first
year law students who demonstrate sig
nificant financial need.
Residents of Chatauqua and
Cattaraugus counties will be given prefer
ence. The scholarship will be renewable
over a three year term, as long as the
recipient retains good academic standing.
WOODY WOODPECKER TO ACT AS AN
INTERNET GUIDE
Matsushita Electric is promoting a
new Japanese PC targeted at the Internet.
Panasonic has developed a complete Japa
nese web browser, and to make the sys
tem "user-friendly", licensed the cartoon
character ''Woody Woodpecker" as the
"Internet guide." Panasonic eventually
planned a world version of the product.
A huge marketing campaign was to
have introduced the product in Japan last
week. The day before the ads were to be
released, Panasonic suddenly pulled back
and delayed the product indefinitely.
The reason: the ads featured the slo
gan "Touch Woody- The Internet Pecker."
An American staff member at the internal
product launch explained to the stunned
and embarrased Japanese what "touch
woody" and "pecker" meant in American
slang.

The preceding briefs was gathered from information from Spectrum, Buffalo
News, Buffalo Law Journal, Newsweek, and the Chronicle of Higher Education.

Ms. Fisher claims that she had been
~exu.aJly harassed while in,. ber current
facility. Some of her proof included
underwear stained with semen she al
leg~ came from a guard who forced her
· to have. sex with him.
.•
• .§he ~lso clatm~!hat she was given
a sbiuilly explicit 'hlcknanie and was
sought out for harassment.
• • ,An inmate friend of Ms ..Ft sher also
testified at tbe hearing, butshowed an~
otberJide of the story. She told of how

.ptisorters ha\Te lt)UCb mor~.freedoni. than

.• they ate su~edly allowed, even the

fN¢ijotnJo .have sexual relations. •She
.;if;~f;aid thatthis freedom was what·~t
(owed Ms. fJsher fo 5levelop her ''pJan."

•· Ti:!is ':fplan" will! to Ct~te enoogh
"evidence'' of her harassment that she
· w~~ld be m<wed to another f acilitywhere
thfaewere even fl
tule:fartd she had
a chance 1f "getting out early." The best
Way to get this evj<iell,ce was to have
sexual relations with guards
claim
rape~ as s1'e was supposedly "under their

and

·:cp~trol."

.·..

):Some observers were shocked at the
.fact ·: jhat inm11.tel> cQuld even have sex

wful; in pd;t>n.

''I tbou,ght that inmkt~
w&itwatch~d at •. au tim~s, when would
..itJiffind9fthlng happen'!·• was the-main

<tti~sH9nfto:m o:oe ofthe younger observ-
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EDITORIAL:
Clinton, the wonder years
On Friday, November 8, 1994, B.C.
(as opposed to BD), our stalwart leader
came forth to let the American people
know what he has in mind for our country,
places that aren't our country, and those
few people in Indonesia who can afford to
buy him off. Look through the press
conference transcript in the Times if you
don't believe this, but it's the dam-tootin'
truth: he has nothing in mind for anyone.
Yes, folks. This is a presidency
about nothing. Maybe Clinton should
have tapped Jerry Seinfeld for new Chief
of-Staff instead of Erskine Bowles.
Granted: After months of the fre
netic sucking-up we call campaigning
these days, Clinton has a right to put his
brain on ice and watch a few hours of
Must See TV. However, the last thing you
should do when your brain is ready for a
few laffs with the "Friends" is hold a press
conference. Like Bill, you end up coming
off as a weird hybrid of Chandler and
Phoebe.
If it seems like there's a dispropor
tionate amount of sit-com referencing in
the last few paragraphs, think about what
all of us were doing instead of watching
the debates.
Clinton kicked off this wing-ding
with the media by thanking the American
people "for the honor they have bestowed
upon me and the responsibility they have
once again placed in my hands." Person
ally, we would have been impressed if he
added, "And sod on all you louts who
made it a hollow victory by not bothering
to vote at all." However, this sort of
forceful chastisement would obviously
be at odds with his vacuous agenda.
Moving on.. .observe this deft ma
neuver of active inactivity. "I am inviting
the bi-partisan leadership of Congress to
meet with me next week, here at the White
House, to discuss how we can develop a
plan together to pass a balanced budget
and to kee our econom
oin ." All
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those verbs, but what does it amount to?
A bunch of guys are going to drink coffee
and talk about when and how they're
going to talk about developing a plan to
finally get something done. This seems a
bit abstract. Envision:
Newt: (Sip) So, Mr. President, when
do you think we can get together to draft
a plan on how we're going to draft a plan
to plan to balance the budget?
Bill: Whoa, slow down, you're mak
ing me dizzy (Sip).
Give one sixth grader a calculator
and absolute power, and we'd probably
have the budget balanced in the amount of
time it takes a kid to reach the threshold of
N int en do withdrawal. Granted, he'd slash
education, but that'll probably happen
anyway.
Speaking of slashing, there was the
little issue of campaign reform, which
Clinton can now embrace without the fear
of having to adhere to his reforms. Stating
that he is fully behind the McCain
Feingold bill, Clinton challenged the Re
publicans to assume a similar stance.
However, he also noted that the Supreme
Court probably would squash any federal
limits on campaign spending.
Using the word bi-partisan like an
adolescent who has discovered a new
curse word, Clinton evoked a feel-good
image of Republican-Democrat miscege
nation at every turn. Every issue was
depicted with a "come one guys, why
can't we all just get along?" plaintivity
that makes one fantasize about walking
into a Dem-Rep gang war to thwart
Clinton's vision of Disney politics. So
cial Security, Medicare, education ... ev
erything became dependent on the heart
warming solidarity oftraditional enemies.
More smoke and mirrors. More nothing.
So it's all boring. We need more
presidents like Nixon.

To the Editor:
Hey, I am just as swamped with
work as anyone else at school, but when
it comes to responding to comments
such as the one I read in Greg Mattacola' s
"Follies and Fumbles" column (October
30, 1996), I feel it's worth my time to
speak up.
I am specifically referring to Mr.
Mattacola's remark regarding the "cock
roaches of [the Yankees'] crack ridden,
pollution infested home". ls he referring
to Yankee Stadium itself, the immediate
vicinity, or the Bronx as a whole? Re
gardless of the answer, from someone
who grew up and still maintains a "home"
and family literally 8 blocks east of the
Stadium, I fail to take such an observa
tion lightly. I also don't understand the
purpose behind the description, but it is
apparent that Mr. Mattacola's license
for free speech is getting a bit too close
for comfort.
It is comments like this one that
encourages people who are not from the
New York City area to quickly judge us
proud New Yawkers as something that
we are not. It's hard enough for law
students from downstate to get accli
mated to the slower-paced Buffalo area.
The challenge is made even more exact
ing when we have to thwart the precon
ceived notions already placed on us when
we say we're from the South Bronx,
Harlem or any other stigmatized NYC
neighborhood. I am not denying the fact
that cockroaches and crack exist in the
Bronx, but I am saying that, phrased in a
way as Mr. Mattacola tastelessly did, his
comment is easily construed to the close
minded as saying that we are dirty junk
ies, for example.
Two questions for you Greg: Have
you even bothered to meet and chat at
length with someone from this nook of
the hood? There are quite a few of us
right here at UB Law, and doing very
well I might add, breaking stereotypes as
we go. And my next question: WHEN
did YOU actually SEE crack so strewn
about down by the Stadium as to qualify
the validity in your comment? In my 27
years there, I have yet to see such a

jamboree going on. Crack-ridden? I
think not. When you decide to live in the
South Bronx for a while and live the
stories that you hear, then we'll talk.
Now, as Mattacola says,"... unfor
tunately, [t]he Yankees have refused to
die or go away . .. " OK, he's entitled to
his choice of teams - too bad his choice
is based on the negative personal traits
of the players, as he so succinctly de
picted in the article, and not the athletic
prowess that is displayed, or lack thereof.
I feel loyalty to one's home teams is
largely inherent, but to choose to dislike
a baseball team based upon the media
glamorized focus on its dysfunctional
players is at best pathetic.
That takes away from the fun of
watching baseball, but no matter what
their private lives are about, if they play
well, I'll be proud to wear the cap. The
Yanks and the Home that Ruth Built
have gained notoriety that go beyond the
internal strife that apparently has not
stifled them. Fortunately, comments
like Mattacola's won't kill their perse
verance, but unfortunately add another
brick to the wall that their neighbors
must repeatedly tear down, no matter
where we go.
I suppose I can sum up my point
here like this: native New Yorkers can
easily make a hasty Buffalo Bills com
ment coupled with stereotypical unin
formed Western New York critique, and
justly get condemned. But those of us
who may' have such an opinion elect not
to express it, perhaps because we revere
your local pride, and perhaps because
we have more constructive things to do
with our time.

Hector Francisco Chavez, 3L
Editor's Note: Sarcasm is a liter
ary tool that Mr. Mattacola liberally
uses, and anyone reading his column
should keep that in mind. Anyone who
wishes to write a column, like the one
written by Mr. Mattacola, for the Opin
ion is encouraged and welcomed to do
so. Our next deadline is November 20th
at 5 pm in Box 539.
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Awards, cont'dfrompage 1
Esq., spoke next, addressing a trend among
lawyers for changing employers and areas
of specialization. Among her observa
tions, Sacomando Freedman noted that
many lawyers are changing from private
to public practice to increase their job
security. Others do not feel they fit in with
the "firm psyche," or find their position
too stressful.
Sacomando Freedman said the most
important aspect of making a legal career
change is knowing and being known by
your legal community, since most changes
are made through oral communication.
In order to change their practice area,
Sacomando Freedman says lawyers must
learn as much as they can about that area,
through other lawyers and Continuing Le
gal Education Programs.
Since there are over a million lawyers
in the U.S., a new practice area must be
chosen carefully. Certain areas, such as
elder law and environmental law, are cur
rently "hot" areas that lawyers may ex
pand into successfully.
Dan Kohane, Esq., then spoke about
Computer Technology. Many courts are
moving towards electronic communica"
tion and filing of documents, and Kohane
stressed that comprehending this use re
mains vital to lawyers. Internet access is
also a necessity; many state Supreme
Courts, 37 state codes, and all federal
Circuit Court records, among other things,
can be found on the Internet for about $15$20 per month.
Advising firms to "do it now...start
looking into the future," Kohanesaid that
firms must inventory and update their
technology, training all attorneys on their
use. Future updates and access should be
part of a firm's budget line.
The fourth speaker was Joel A. Rose,
of Joel A. Rose and Associates, a Law
Office Management Consulting firm. Rose
said that in the past, law firms were
sucessful despite their lack of manage
ment. This was true until the late 1980s.
Since then, many disturbing trends have
surfaced such as maintaining clients, cash
flow problems, and retaining associates.
Rose said, "like trees, law firms be
gin to die from the top down." The prob
lem lies with the lack of a management
team, the reluctance of managers to do
their jobs, or attorneys unwilling to hold

each other accountable for irresponsible
conduct.
Rose said that management decisions
are often difficult to make, since they
address issues such as accountability, in
come, status, and the orderly succession
to power within the firm. In general, every
firm, no matter how small, needs manage
ment, according to Rose, and "manage
ment should not be a dirty word or a dirty
concept."
Next, Hon. Joseph J. Traficanti, the
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for
courts outside New York City, spoke about
government regulation of lawyers and
lawyering. His main point was that while
the profession has become a business,
lawyers should think of lawyering as a
public service. Traficanti was also con
cerned about the tarnished image of the
profession and the lack of civility among
lawyers.
The final speaker of the morning was
Paul Ivan Birzon, Esq. Birzon gave a
systemic view of the changes in the pro
fession. In an analogy to biology, Birzon
said, "the survival of every living organ
ism depends on its ability to adapt," and
that similarly, "the profession must adapt
and find new ways ofresolving conflicts."
He suggested mediation and other alter
native dispute resolution methods which
would free up the court dockets and re
solve conflicts more quickly.
The Award Luncheon Ceremony be
gan with -remarks by Phillip Brothman,
Esq., President of the Law Alumni Asso
ciation,. and Dean Barry Boyer. After
lunch, Hon. M. Delores Denman gave her
remarks about working with Justice Green.
The award was then presented to Justice
Green by University President William R.
Greiner.
In his acceptance speech, Justice
Green said, "I really don't know what I've
done to deserve this." He made a point of
recognizing the people who have helped
him during his lifetime.
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All Work and No Sleep?

Tired of studying or too tired to study? Exhausted student naps in the Law Library

"People everywhere confuse what they
read in the newspapers with news. "
--A.J.Liebling

Vampires suck up to UB Law

SBA Parlimentarian and 3L Pete Thompson giving blood.
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by_Kristin Allen and Scott Frycek, Features Writers

by Alex Suchom.vki ofKoerner Ford,
Spe<;ial to -the Opinion
·

HIGH SCHOOL HIGH
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look out for.
First, find out
what materialis
being used.
Second, ask how experhmced the techni» .-,
cian is applying the protection. "Third,
obtain assurance that the job will be done

as is intended- for tnax.imum protection.
ExteriorPaintProtectionaidsinprotecting your vehicle from having an early
deteriorati◊n of paint finish caused by
salt on the roads. Professionally applied
paint protection finish is fine, It will
protect the vcllicltl frotn early rust dam· droppin~ and ~ age, tree sap, b1,rd

be
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the .hose
flushes clean.
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drain holes of the doors back: panels are
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build up, thereby increasing the risk of ·

seim

additional rusting.

Finally,.rememberingtotake careof
your car the old-fashioned way will ex.tend the Jife of your car and s-ave you
money·.
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Hers
" You Suck! ", shouted the old, dis
gruntledHigh School High librarian. "This
Movie Sucks", shouted the wise Opinion
movie reviewer. Well, I just don't know
where to begin with this meager attempt at
a feature film. While watching this film,
I actually wished for a commercial so I
could be entertained. Want a plot sum
mary? Well, it is not really necessary due
to its extreme predictability, but if it will
disc~mrage anyone from seeing it, I will
oblige.
Mr. Clark, portrayed by Jon Lovitz,
is an idealistic high school teacher who
chooses to quit his cushy job at a private
high school and venture to Barry High,
where the students pass through metal
detectors to go to class. Needless to say,
Mr. Clark transforms the school into a
pristine learning institution, encourages
the students to go to college, and turns the
area strip joint into a Shakespearean the
ater.
As much as I disliked this movie, I
will admit that it did make me laugh once
or twice. Then again, I am not really sure
if it was because of the humor, or the fact
that it's mid-semester at law school and
I'm just plain tired and silly. Should you
see it? NO. Should you rent it? Sure. This
way you can shut it off and watch bowling
or Scott ' s (my co-reviewer) unruly hair
grow, which will surely be more entertain
ing.
His
Originality- 1. the quality or condi
tion of being original. 2. the ability to be
original, inventive, or creative.

I got news for ya folks, High School
High is neither original, inventive nor
creative. I don' t know who the clowns are
that produced this farce, but I'll bet they
are the same idiots who brought us such
"classics" as Naked Gun I-XLV and Air
plane I-XIX. It ' s funny what thoughts
float around your head when you watch
movies. With this film, I kept thinking
about all the things I'd rather do than
watch it.
The underlying premise of High
School High involves a starry-eyed
teacher's attempt to save some of his
inner city students. Saving them from
what I'm not sure. Maybe it's from them
selves, or then again it could from their
crank injecting, gender-bending princi
pal. Whatever the case may be, Mr: Clark
scores with Tia Carrere, so he must be
doing something right.
I personally found the movie to be
disgustingly replete with racial and gen
der stereotypes. The whole idea of a
white teacher being a hero in the wrong
neighborhood is tired and pathetic. But it
seems to me that tired and pathetic are
two ideals that the producers strive for in
High School High .
The only thing I liked about the
movie was the physical comedy of Jon
Lovitz. All things considered, though, I'd
probably have just as much fun pushing
Kristin (my co-reviewer) down a flight of
stairs in O ' Brien. Do us all a favor and
drop-out of High School High .
His and Hers Rating : 1 gavel--
waste of time and money
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MOOT PAGE
Buffalo Moot Court holds its Charles S. Desmond
Memorial Moot Court Competition
by Melissa Hancock & Christopher S.
Nickson, Special to the Opinion

The Buffalo Moot Court Board held
its 10th Annual CharlesS. Desmond Moot
Court Competition, with preliminary
rounds on October 29th, 30th, and 31st,
quarter and semi-final rounds on Novem
ber 1, and finals held on November 2 in
the Ceremonial Courtroom at Erie County
Hall at 92 Franklin.
This year's competitors argued the
case of Michael Murphy, Petitioner, ver
sus The United States of America, Re
spondent. The topic of the Desmond
Competition was Pornography on the
Internet, raising issues of proper venue
for prosecution of the crime and the vali(j
ity of regulations of the speech rights of
Web site creators.
In all, 39 teams competed in this
year's competition (78 total participants).
The Buffalo Moot Court was honored to
have, as the final round panel of justices,
five members of the Appellate Division,
Fourth Department, including the Honor
able M. Delores Denman (Chief Justice
of the Fourth Department), the Honor
able Leo Fallon, the Honorable John
Doerr, the Honorable Reuben Davis and
the Honorable David Boehm .
The final round competition pitted
Steve Laprade and Craig Hurley-Leslie
on the Petitioner argument and Brian
Eckman and Kathryn Lee on the Respon
dent argument (off-brief). In the end, the
team of Eckman and Le~ won the compe
tition with a unanimous decision of the
panel. The Fourth Department expressed
its sincere admiration of the preparation
of the competitors, the quality of the
problem/bench memorandum, and the or
ganization of this year's competition.
The Executive Board of the Buffalo
Moot Court Board would like to extend
its thanks to all the competitors, to this
year's Senior Board for all their efforts, to
all of the greater than 150 attorneys from
the area who judged the preliminary
rounds, to the faculty members who
judged, Deans Boyer and Carrel, and a
special thanks to Barb, Gloria, Marie
McLeod, and Terry McCormack.
The Competition was a truly impres
sive reflection of the high caliber of talent
at the UB School of Law, both in written
acumen and oral advocacy.

•

••

1997 Desmond
Moot Court
Board
Associate
Members

·•:,

Class of
1998
•
Jessica Desany
Amy L. DuVall
Brian Eckman
Ted Eder
Darcie F alsioni
Kathleen Garvey
James Hanlon
David Hutt
Thomas Kent
Patrick K. Maher
regory A. Mattacola
Rita M. McKenna
Julie Meyer
Jennifer Noah
Melanie Peterson
Jeffrey S. Reese
Scott Riordan
Jennifer Ruppel
Adam Siegfried
Brian Snell
Lourdes M. Ventura
Angela A. Zwirecki
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Class of
1997
•
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Craig Hurley-Leslie
Steven Laprade
Kathryn Lee
Bill McDonald
Gregory Miller
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Kathryn Lee and Brian Eckman
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COURT WATCH
Campaign contributions as free speech
by Steven Bachmann Dietz

I thought I'd do something a little
different this issue and share an article I
read recently in the October 17, 1996,
issueNew York Review ofBooks. It is one
of the best critiques I've read offiuckley v.
Valeo and its progeny, including last
tenn's Colorado Republican Campaign
Committee v. FEC, 116 S.Ct. 2309
(1996)("The Curse of American Politics"
by Ronald Dworkin).
Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S.1 (1976)
invalidated on First Amendment grounds
restrictions in the Electoral Reform Act on
electoral campaign expenditures in Con
gressional elections. However, it also up
held restrictions on contributions by indi
viduals and organizations to political par
ties and campaigns in such elections.
Dworkin argues that if Buckley is
correct in principle, it would be wrong to
either circumvent this decision by placing
voluntary limits on campaign expendi
tures or to repeal it by Constitutional
Amendment, as has been proposed re
cently. In his eyes, there is no substitute to
directly confronting the First Amendment
issues raised by that decision.
Dworkin starts by stating the two
major principles he feels are the central
premises of the First Amendment. The
first is that people as a whole must have
final authority over the government, and
not vice versa. Thus, government censor
ship that attempts to restrict the range of
political opinion the public hears and reads
is repugnant to the First Amendment. The
second is that citizens must be able, as

individuals, to participate on equal terms
in both political and cultural life that cre
ates the moral environment of the com
munity. Thus, when government restricts
speech or expression on the basis of its
supposed worthlessness or offensiveness,
it acts in violation of the First Amend
ment.
Neither of these principles are impli
cated by campaign finance laws, accord
ing to Dworkin. Expenditure restrictions
neither protects government from criti
cism or censor on the basis of content.
According to Dworkin, Buckley's
central innovation was its view that there
is an inherent value in the quantity of
political speech. He outlines three argu
ments supporting that view.
The first argument is that any restric
tions on campaign expenditures reduces
the quantity of speech, and theoretically
may prevent a person from hearing a mes
sage a potential voter may have deemed
pertinent.
Another argument advanced in sup
port of Buckley is that the freedom to
criticize government and profess unpopu
lar views is best protected by a blanket
prohibition on political speech restric
tions.
The most formidable argument in
support of Buckley, in Dworkin's eyes, is
the view that it is the voters themselves
and not the government who must retain
control over the quality and range of de
bate on public issues in a political cam
paign-. In this view, restrictions on cam-

paign expenditures or contributions in
terferes with the individual's right to de
cide for herself what issues and messages
are pertinent to his decision on how to use
her vote.
Dworkin's response to these argu
ments is rejection of the premise upon
which they are founded: that the voter's
sole role is to serve as arbiter of which
candidate is best suited for the office for
which s/he is running. To Dworkin, this
ignores an equally important role of a
voter in a democracy; equality of partici
pation in the political process.
When the political debate is mo
nopolized by citizens and organizations
who can afford to purchase television and
radio advertisements, many citizens who
may have equally valid views cannot ef
fectively compete for public attention.
Campaign finance laws may thus be jus
tified for restoring an essential element
of self government to the political pro
cess.
Dworkin also stresses the impor
tance of civility in political debate, but
_fails to discuss how that could be regu
lated by the government without infring
ing on the First Amendment.
Dworkin notes that the prospects of
overruling Buckley are not bright. At
least four concurring justices (Thomas,
Kennedy, Rehnquist and Scalia) in the
Colorado Republican Campaign Commit
tee case expressed an interest in doing
away with all restrictions on campaign
contributions, on the grounds that the

The New York State Bar Association
The University Union Activities Board
The School of Law
The State University of New York at Buffalo

&
The Buffalo Entertainment & Sports Law Society
invite you to attend

The Fall Symposium on Entertainment & Sports Law in
Western New York
Monday, November 18, 1996
7:00pm
The Center for Tomorrow
Panelists
Keith Schulefand - Entertainment & Sports Lawyer
Janet Snyder - Radio Personality, WKSE KISS 98.5 FM
Ross T. Runfola •Partner, Siegel Kelleher & Kahn, and sports writer
Mike Igoe - Money Matters reporter WGRZ NBC 2, and attorney
Moderator - Jean Hill - Newscaster, WKBW Channel 7
Reception at 6: 15pm

distincti9n between expenditures and con
tributions is constitutionally untenable. On
the other hand, only two dissenters (Stevens
and Ginsberg) criticized the Buckley rul
ing.
However, it should be pointed out
that the plurality opinion in the Colorado
Republican Campaign Committee case was
a very narrow one. Justice Breyer, with
Justices O'Connor and Souter, held that
under current law independent, as opposed
to coordinated, expenditures by political
parties cannot be restricted without in
fringing on the party's First Amendment
rights.
The opinion specifically declined
Thomas' invitation to re-examine Buckley.
"[Overruling Buckley sua sponte] is in
consistent with this court's view that it is
ordinarily inappropriate for us to reexam
ine prior precedent without the benefit of
the parties briefing since ...[the principles
underlying stare decisis] caution against
overruling a longstanding precedent on a
theory not argued by the parties," Breyer
stated.
This means that three plurality jus
tices have not made their opinions known
on the central premise of Buckley. Per
haps if a proper case is brought before the
Court, they may be persuaded that reason
able restrictions on campaign expenditures
and contributions do not infringe on the
First Amendment, and indeed, can be a
tool in i~creasing participation in the po
litical process, a central goal of that Amend
ment.
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Bacchian bliss
by CS.Nickson, Features Columnist
At the most basic of levels, we must
consider what wine is: the fermented
juice of grapes. Simple enough. How
ever, it is the kind of grape and the loca
tion where the grapes are grown that will
have the greatest impact on the taste of
the wine. For example, New York State
grapes produce wines very different from
the grapes (and the wine) from Califor
nia. But the distinctions go to a more
subtle level.
Using New York as an example, the
wines of the North Fork of Long Island
are very different from the wines of the
Finger Lakes. Further still, the wines of
Cayuga Lake are very different from the
wines of Keuka Lake. And even the
wines of the same lake yet opposing sides
of the valley will be markedly different.
Beyond location, the type of grape,
or varietal, dramatically alters the taste of
the wine. For example, many people
have heard names like Chardonnay,
Cabernet Sauvignon, and the like, but ·
have difficulty telling them apart. Here's
a shorthand list, from most dry to least:
Reds - Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot,
Zinfandel, Pinot Noir, Shiraz and many
more. Of the Whites - Chardnonnay,
Sauvignon
Blanc,
Riseling,
Gewurtraminer. These represent but a
few of the varietals available, and are
perhaps the most popular.

With all the distinctions between
location and grape varietal, where does
one begin? Most, if not all, begin with a
white wine or perhaps a blush. Not a bad
start. As a rule of thumb, new wine
drinkers will prefer lighter, sweeter, and
fruitier wines such as a White Zinfandel
(e.g. Beringer White Zinfandel, $5.99 - a
good place to start). Another good bet for
the newly initiated wine drinker are any
of the Rieslings from New York State. In
particular, a never fail is Dr. Konstantin
Frank's Johannisberg Riesling ($8.99).
Recently, I visited the winery ofDr. Frank
and was most impressed with all of their
white wines.
Salud!
Editor's Note: Mr. Nickson is a
graduate ofthe Cornell University School
of Hotel Administration{s Wines Pro
gram. While he did not major in drinldng
his college career ended on a high note.
In addition, he has also served, alter
nately, as the Head Wine Consultant and
Store Manager of Wine World, a wine
and spirits store in the Wegman's plaza
near Robinson Road. He is currently a
enrolled in the JD/MBA program and is
in his second year oflaw school. He has
been to more tastings andconsumedmore
wine than he can possibly recount but
perhaps mostimportantly, he enjoys wine.

Jumpstart with Juno
by Randy Janis, Features Writer
The battle between free e-mail ser
vices has begun. Take advantage of it!
E-mail is today's fastest growing
and perhaps most inexpensive mode of
communication. E-mail addresses are now
exchanged as regularly as telephone num
bers and mailing addresses. Each day
over 100 million e-mail messages are
sent in the U.S. alone.
Until now if you wanted an e-mail
address for your personal use and weren't
already at a company or university that
supplied you with one, you had to rent
one usually as part of a "package deal".
Now providers such as Juno and Freemark
offer free e-mail to all . Both services will
deliver messages to anyone in the world
with e-mail. There is no charge, no
monthly subscription fees and no on-line
time charges.
What's the catch? Costs are picked
up at the courtesy of advertisers. Ad ban
ners appear under or over the message
area, but ads are not attached in any way
to the individual e-mail messages. The
companies insist that names are NOT
sent to advertisers. If anything, the color
ful advertisements add a bit of life to a
sometimes dreary screen.
In a survey of e-mail software and
services conducted recently by PC Com
puting Magazine (April, 1996), Juno was
named best in its category. In addition to
basic e-mail functions, Juno offers
customizable mailing lists, folders for
storing mail, a built in spell check feature
and an address book that automatically
stores addresses. To use Juno all you
need is a PC equipped with Microsoft

Windows and a modem. Juno's free soft
ware can be requested by calling 1-800654-:JUNO or by sending e-mail to:
signup@juno.com.
Freemark has user friendly graphics.
Each e-mail message is received in the
form of an envelope. Each envelope dis
plays its sender, subject and date. The
advertisers' "stamp" in the top corner
picks up the cost ofsending. A click on the
envelopedisplays your message. Freemark
requires a 386 PC, Windows 3.1 or higher
and a modem. For free software, contact
Freemark at subscribe@freemark.com or
(617) 492-6600.
Both Freemark and Juno provide its
users with a nationwide network of local
access numbers. Juno offers a toll-free
number should a local number be unavail
able. Freemark and Juno provide e-mail
service only. No web browsing allowed.
For thejet-setterHotmail is the ticket.
Hotmail can be retrieved through any
computer from anywhere on the globe absolutely free. No software required.
You need only to have a web browser
installed on your computer and have ac
cess to the Internet. Hotmail is as easy as
browsing to http://www.hotmail.com, log
ging in and getting your personal mail.
Too busy with law school to remem
ber important events: wedding anniversa
ries, birthdays, etc.? Don't bother! Hook
up with NeverForget the free e-mail re
minder service. Simply tell them the holi
days and special events you wish to be
reminded of and NeverForget will send
you an e-mail reminder beforehand. Con
tact
Never Forget
at
http ://
www .neverforget.com.
Is dfg3@acsu .blah.blah. a bit bor-

ing?
How
about
John@The
18thHole. com, Davi d@The
StockMarket . com,or
Don@RingSide.com . Star Mail and
Netforward offer a variety of e-mail ad
dresses to choose from - free.
With either service you' II never have
to change your e-Mail address again. You
can change scfiools, jobs or service pro
viders without affecting your e-mail ad
dress. This is important for students who
are leaving school and are worried about
losing contact with their current e-mail
associates. Star Mail can be contacted at
http://www.starmail.com or by sending e
mail to postman@starmail.com. Contact
NetForward
at
http://
www.netforward.com.
Bottom Line: Services are Free Beware of the Ads.

semester.

:~move:t16elmer,~ei;··• :-::?Nffft.
:: t,:,·

·:::=:~ti::·
:f:::=:::::.}

•::::;:::::-:

w4iif\dq cbqcolate ctup~} Hershey,Bar

,;:

,t: 1;\,::· ·a~ .••~.? ur.::':µu
:b ' ~all>to
:;:~.·.,•·~.···d•·u·•.
.<
>JI'
. -·
.. . .
:-:.

1
.::

~.>

C,i

:\.!ii!!!t
=f:'

ti!~~~~i~•·~~o~~tl~~~~::t~

···f
10 minutes at 375 degrees. Makes 112

cookies.

-

10

\(

THE OPINION

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

November 13, 1996

•
November 13, 1996

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

THE OPINION

11

I

BUT

AS 81!1

•

So you know your frie.nd is an abuser. Do you ignore it or bring it up? Ignoring_it is easr. Bringing it up is awkward.
You could lose: a friend. But maybe bringing it up is the only way to really be a friend. Telling him you lc:now, telling
him it's wrong, telling him it's a punishable crime, could be doing him a big fin..or. Maybe he needs someone to talk to.
Maybe he needs someone

to

say, "No, it's not OK." But more import.a~ than his feelings, his wife's welJ-being, her

very life may be in your hands. We can giV< you some infurmacion that may help. Call us at 1-800-END ABUSE.

. ,,,,. NO '
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for Domestic Violence.

Family Violence
Prevention Fund
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Did you know that...
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BUFFALO LAW GRADUATES
trusted
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overwhelming majority of students choose BAR/BRI for
their bar exam preparation.
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